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Masami MlZUSHIMA: Further note on the 

identity of Stellaria laxa 
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In my discussion published in this journal (32 : 250-252, 1957) on the identity 
of Stellaria saxatilis Buch.-Ham., S. laxa Merr. and S. stellato-pilosa Hayata, 
there remained a question to be settled. It is the problem of discrepancy in the 
size of seed at most 1.5 mm long against Merrill’s description 1.5—1.8 mm long. 
Since I have not examined, at that time, the type of S. laxa, the reduction of 
two entities to S. saxatilis necessarily bear a slight hesitation. But now, through 
the courtesy of Dr. David D. Keck of the New York Botanical Garden, I was 
able to have a chance to examine the type collection of Merrill’s species. 

The specimen, Elmer's 6612, is a well grown plant and is labelled “ Stellaria 
laxa Mrl., Go-type. Kias, Province of Benguet, Luzon, A. D. E. Elmer, June, 
1904. From the Herbarium, Bureau of Government Laboratories, Manila, P. I.”. 
The last abbreviation indicates apparently the Philippine Islands. The specimen 
has its sepals 3.5>~4 mm long and free to the basal portion where is an obsolete 
receptacular thickening in fruit. There are a few capsules nearly ripe, and each 
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contains a few seed's black-brown in colour. The seeds are 1.5 mm long or faintly 
more, but are less than 1.8 mm long. Thus the size of seeds does not go beyond 
that of S. saxatilis and S. stellato-pilosa. However, Merrill did describe the 
seeds as 1.5~1.8mm long based on the type once kept in the Manila Herbarium 
in the Philippines and lost during the last war. Therefore the specimen Elmer’s 
6612, now preserved in the New York Herbarium, should be considered as neptype 
regardless the difference in the size of seed. 

Finally, it is safely concluded that the Formosan Stellaria, stellato-pilosa Hay. 
and the Philippine S. laxa Merr. are conspecific with the polymorphous southeas¬ 
tern Asiatic S. saxatilis Buch.-Ham. In my present knowledge, there is no geo¬ 
graphical variety within the species. (Makino Herbarium, Tokyo Metropolitan 
University, Fukazawa-1., Setagaya, Tokyo. 
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